The establishment of electoral systems in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan presents both a complex set of empirical puzzles and a theoretical challenge. Why did three states with similar cultural, historical, and structural legacies establish different electoral systems? How did these distinct outcomes result from strikingly similar institutional design processes? Explaining these puzzles requires understanding not only the outcome of institutional design but also the intricacies of the process that led to this outcome. Moreover, the transitional context in which these three states designed new electoral rules necessitates an approach that explicitly links process and outcome in a dynamic setting. This book provides such an approach. It depicts institutional design as a transitional bargaining game in which the dynamic interaction between the structural-historical and immediate-strategic contexts directly shapes actors' perceptions of shifts in their relative power, and hence, their bargaining strategies. Thus, it both builds on the key insights of the dominant approaches to explaining institutional origin and change and transcends these approaches by moving beyond the structure versus agency debate.
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have not yet raised a child, I cannot say for certain whether it takes an entire village to do so. What I can say with full confidence is that it takes an entire network of colleagues, friends, and family to write a book. In fact, in the course of writing and revising a book manuscript, these categories often become blurred. Colleagues willing to read multiple drafts of one's manuscript become friends. Friends subjected to multiple drafts of one's manuscript become critics. Those that remain friends afterward become family. Friends and family who forgo your company for weeks, sometimes months, in the final stages of writing and revising want to become your colleagues so that they can see you more often. This particular book is the product of a network that extends across several campuses and several countries. At the University of California at Berkeley, where I spent my undergraduate days, I was fortunate enough to have the guidance of professors like Samuel Haber, Norman Jacobsen, Gail Lapidus, Ira Lapidus, and especially William (Sandy) Muir. Each of these individuals shared with me their knowledge and insights on politics as well as history, and, more importantly, their love for learning and teaching. I was also befriended by several graduate students, including Kevin Smith and Mark Saroyan, who encouraged me to pursue my interests in political institutions, identity, and Soviet Central Asia. At Harvard University, I am indebted, first and foremost, to my dissertation advisor, Timothy Colton, whose support for my project was unwavering in the face of not insignificant obstacles. He is one of those colleagues who quickly blurs the distinction with that of friend because he makes a personal investment in each of his students' lives and careers. Several other Harvard professors, including Robert Bates, Joel Hellman, Mark Saroyan, and Theda Skocpol, also inspired the dissertation on which this book is based, through a combination of their own scholarship, consistent feedback, and thoughtful discussions. I am especially grateful to Robert Bates and Theda Skocpol, who literally adopted my project in its infant stages and nurtured it into adulthood. They have also adopted me; long after leaving Harvard, I still seek out their advice and strive to emulate the quality and impact of their scholarship. Finally, my network would not be complete without my fellow graduate students and academy scholars at Harvard: Lucy Aitchison, Javier Corrales, Henry Hale, Debra Javeline, Mark Nagel, Daniel Posner, Ana Siljak, Richard Snyder, Brian Taylor, Kellee Tsai, Joshua Tucker, Carla Valle, and Steven Wilkinson. At Indiana University, I owe my ability to speak and especially read in Uzbek as well as my grounded knowledge of contemporary Central Asian society to William K. Fierman.
My network expanded as I took the project overseas to conduct fieldwork in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. During this time, I had the companionship of several other U.S.-based scholars -primarily Cassandra Cavanaugh, Elizabeth (Liz) Constantine, and Erika Weinthalwithout whom days would have been much harder and nights would have been much longer. Cassandra provided amazing logistical support as the International Research and Exchange Board (IREX) coordinator. Liz and her husband, Derek Johnson, literally gave me a "home away from home" in their tiny Tashkent apartment. Erika rearranged all of her travel plans so that we could travel together and keep each other both safe and sane. We are still doing this today and, I suspect, will continue to for many years to come. In Kazakhstan in particular, I could not have completed this project successfully without the assistance of John Karren at the National Democratic Institute (NDI) office in Almaty and his entire staff, as well as Gwen Hoffman at the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) office in Almaty. Both were instrumental in helping me obtain information and organize interviews. For my research in Kyrgyzstan, I am indebted to Cholpan Amanalieva. She not only painstakingly helped me arrange interviews with various regional leaders and political activists throughout the country and acquire necessary documents, she and her family shared with me a country that I grew to love and to which I am always eager to return. In Uzbekistan, the librarians at the Central Library in Tashkent and at the State Archives were extremely generous with their time and patience, as were the scholars at the Institute of History in the Academy of Sciences.
Since joining the faculty at Yale, my network has continued to growboth on and off campus. Several of my colleagues have taken an interest
